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MISSIONARIES IN NEPAL:  We are in contact with three Missionary families serving in Nepal under World Mission Prayer League, a Lutheran organization.  WMPL missionaries serve in nations that have not been open to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  To date we have had visits from Dr. Lisa and Tim Ruohoniemi (with children Emma and Ian); Carol Gurung (a teacher and married to a Nepali pastor); and Dr. Stephen and Becky Thorson.  They have shared their stories with us during morning worship and with the Sunday School students.  (Slide show presentation of these missionaries on display in narthex.)
LAYETTES  (Lutheran World Relief):  Items are now being collected in a designated box in RLC Narthex during the months of May and June.  Consider shopping at yard sales for great bargains of baby undershirts, sweaters, and receiving blankets.  A listing of all needed items at display table.
HEALTH KITS (Lutheran World Relief):  There will be a collection for health kit items in October.

Hand towels, wash cloths, soap, and metal nail files are some of the items that comprise a kit.  
SHISHMAREF,  ALASKA:  Last summer and fall, many boxes of clothing and other items were

sent  to Shishmaref Lutheran Church.  Shishmaref is an island northeast of Nome, along the coast, a land that has been severely affected by global warming.  Approximately 600 Inuit peoples have called this area home for over 400 years with subsistence living.  About 565 are members of the Shishmaref Lutheran Church.   We will again be collecting clothing, left over Sunday School materials, and other suggested items in September.    More information later.  (Slide show presentation on display.)
VOICE OF THE MARTYRS:  www.persecution.com   Magazines with news of persecution and imprisonment of Christians throughout the world, are on display in the narthex.  We’ve sent letters to the prisoners and Ambassadors of both Eritrea and China concerning persecution of named Christian leaders.  To date the three pastors imprisoned in Eritrea have not been released.  HOWEVER,  Shuang Shuying  in China  was released in February.  Praise God!   

------------------

     On Feb. 8 Shuang Shuying was released from prison in China and immediately went to a local hospital to visit her deathly ill husband, 91-year-old, Hua Zaichen.
     China Aid Association (CAA) reported that Shuying, 79, sent a letter thanking everyone for praying and supporting her. She also revealed that while in prison she was tortured by the Public Security Bureau (PSB). "…The PSB went to my prison interrogating, threatening and harassing me numerous times," Shuying said. "They even directed other prisoners to take off all my clothes and forced me to stand alone outside in the evening without letting me sleep."
     Shuying added she was slapped on her face and forced to drink her own urine. Despite these harsh conditions, Shuying's faith remained strong. "During these terrible circumstances, I prayed without ceasing. I asked God to give me strength," Shuying said. "Every time when my son came to visit me and shared with me that brothers and sisters from all over the world had been praying for me, I felt greatly strengthened and empowered, which has enabled me to continue to live."
     In January 2007, Shuang Shuying, and her son Pastor Hua Huiqi, were attacked and wounded by seven police officers while walking near an Olympic hotel site in Beijing. They were kicked to the ground and later taken to the Olympic police station for questioning, CAA reported. Shuying was sentenced to two years in prison, while Hua served six months.
     The Voice of the Martyrs rejoices in Shuang Shuying's release.  www.prisoneralert.com, VOM's Web site listed Christian prisoners. Visitors to the site wrote more than 8,200 letters of encouragement to her.      VOM encourages you to continue praying for Shuang Shuying and her family, especially her ailing husband. Praise God for her release and ask Him to protect and encourage them during this difficult time.       Posted February 9, 2009 in VOM  magazine and persecution.com website.  
RLC Sunday School students will be making parachutes that will carry a small radio and Bible to be dropped in Colombia, SA. ( See display.)
CANCELLED STAMPS COLLECTION:  TUBFRIM is owned by the Norwegian Health Association (Nasjonalforeningen for folkehelsen). Today the profits are used to help handicapped children and youth in Norway, and to finance the efforts to eradicate tuberculosis.   Used postage stamps can be placed in the designated box in RLC narthex.
PREEMIE CAPS for Honduras babies:  Consider knitting or crocheting these little caps for babies in Honduras, as requested in The Lutheran  magazine.  (Directions on display)

PRAYER SHAWLS:  This is a local project for the pastors to bring and give to someone who can be “warmed”  with the awareness that they are being prayed for during a time of severe illness.

Directions on display in narthex.
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF  -  S.E.R.V.V:  This mission project takes place in the Fall, when there is a display of items made in third world countries and available for purchase at that time.

Also there will be a designated center in our Narthex area to purchase coffees, teas and chocolates with an “honor system”. 
We invite YOU to become a member of our Team in planning a special event, such as the display for Mission awareness.     Also consider contributing to any or all of these ministries, which are basically areas where one’s abundance of items can be donated to.     Letter writing or cards of encouragement are wonderful ministries  to a missionary  and to a persecuted prisoner.
Diana Shane,  Liv Hauge and Dick Manthei (Council Liaison)
